Corruption in Central Africa
(a US perspective)
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Introduction

The United States State Department’s Country Reports on Human
Rights Practices (“country reports”) strive to provide a
factual and objective record on the status of human rights
worldwide. The 2021 country reports were published on 12 April
2022.

Section 4 of the country reports provides an assessment of
Corruption and Lack of Transparency in Government which
addresses the extent to which a country’s law provides
criminal penalties for corruption by officials and the level
of implementation of these laws.
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Scores for Central African countries published by Transparency
International in their 2021 Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI)
report demonstrate that Central Africa has been the worst
performing African region in terms of improvements in CPI
scores during 2012-2021. It is not therefore surprising that
the country reports for Central African countries reveal
shortcomings in all Central African countries 1in the
implementation of current criminal penalties for corruption by
officials. Further discussion on corruption trends in Central
African countries is provided here.

Details of the overview comments for Central African countries
in the 2021 country reports are provided below.

Burundi

“The law provides criminal penalties for official corruption,
but the government did not implement the law effectively.
There were numerous reports of government corruption during
the year. Some high-level government officials engaged 1in
corrupt practices with impunity. The constitution provides for
the establishment of a High Court of Justice to review
accusations of serious crimes against high-ranking government
officials, but the court does not yet exist. The
anticorruption law also applies to all other citizens, but no
high-ranking official to date has stood trial for corruption.”

Cameroon

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, but the government did not implement the law
effectively. There were numerous reports of government
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corruption. Officials sometimes engaged in corrupt practices
with impunity. The law identifies different offenses as
corruption, including influence peddling, involvement in a
prohibited employment, and failure to declare a known conflict
of interest. Reporting corruption was encouraged through
exempting whistleblowers from criminal proceedings. In
addition to the laws, the National Anticorruption Agency
(CONAC), Special Criminal Court, National Financial
Investigation Agency, Ministry in Charge of Supreme State
Audit, and Audit Bench of the Supreme Court also contributed
to fighting corruption in the country. CONAC, the most
prominent of the anticorruption agencies, was constrained by
the absence of any legislative or presidential mandate that
could empower it to combat corruption. There were reports that
senior officials sentenced to prison were not always required
to forfeit their ill-gotten gains.”

Central African Republic

“Although the law provides criminal penalties for corruption
by officials, the government did not effectively implement the
law, and officials often engaged in corrupt practices with
impunity. Corruption and nepotism have long been pervasive 1in
all branches of government. Weak government capacity further
limited attempts to address fully the problem of public-sector
corruption. There were numerous reports of government
corruption during the year.”

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, but authorities did not implement the law
effectively. There were numerous reports of government
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corruption during the year.

According to Freedom House'’s Freedom in The World 2021 report,
corruption, bribery, and nepotism were “endemic” in the
country, and prominent journalists, labor leaders, and
religious figures faced harsh reprisals for speaking out
concerning corruption, including arrest, prosecution, and
exile.”

Republic of Congo

“The law provides for criminal penalties for corruption by
officials. The government did not apply the anticorruption
law, however, and many officials engaged in corrupt practices
with impunity. There were some reports of government
corruption during the year.”

Democratic Republic of Congo

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, but the government did not implement the law
effectively. There were numerous reports of government
corruption during the year, and officials frequently engaged
in corrupt practices with impunity. Local NGOs blamed these
levels of corruption, in part, to the lack of a law providing
for access to public information.

In 2020 President Tshisekedi created the Agency for the
Prevention and Fight against Corruption (APLC). A special
service under the Office of the President, the APLC 1is
responsible for coordinating all government entities charged
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with fighting corruption and money laundering, conducting
investigations with the full authority of judicial police, and
overseeing transfer of public corruption cases to appropriate
judicial authorities. The Platform for the Protection for
Whistleblowers in Africa asserted that APLC's record was
mixed, without visible results.”

Equatorial Guinea

“While the law provides severe criminal penalties for official
corruption, the government did not effectively implement the
law. There are no specific laws concerning conflict of
interest or nepotism. On May 10, the government passed an
anticorruption measure, Law No. 1/2021, imposing stricter
standards of behavior on public officials regarding their
interactions with the formal and informal private sector.

Officials frequently engaged in corrupt practices with
impunity. There were numerous reports of government
corruption. The president and members of his inner circle
continued to amass personal fortunes from the revenues
associated with monopolies on all domestic commercial
ventures, as well as timber and oil exports. Corruption at all
levels of government was a severe problem.

According to Freedom House, the budget process was “opaque.”
The government continued to improve fiscal transparency,
including auditing state-owned enterprises and public debt
using international accounting firms and publishing data on
public-sector debt in the budget.”

Gabon
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“The law provides criminal penalties for conviction of
corruption by officials, but the government did not implement
the law effectively. There were isolated new reports of
government corruption during the year. According to media and
NGOs, officials frequently engaged in corrupt practices with
impunity.”

Sao Tome and Principe

“The law provides criminal penalties for conviction of
official corruption, but the government generally did not
implement the law effectively. There were numerous reports of
government corruption during the year.”

Conclusion

The country reports for Central African countries demonstrate
that the fight against corruption is far more than passing
anti-corruption legislation. Criminal penalties for corruption
by officials must be enforced if significant progress is to
made in addressing corruption.

Corruption in the Caribbean
(a US perspective)
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Introduction

The United States State Department’s Country Reports on Human
Rights Practices (“country reports”) strive to provide a
factual and objective record on the status of human rights
worldwide. The 2021 country reports were published on 12 April
2022.

Section 4 of the country reports provides an assessment of
Corruption and Lack of Transparency in Government which
addresses the extent to which a country’s law provides
criminal penalties for corruption by officials and the level
of implementation of these laws.

While 2021 scores for Caribbean countries published by
Transparency International in their 2021 Corruption
Perceptions Index (CPI) report reveal material variations in
anti-corruption performance, all Caribbean countries generally
have criminal penalties for corruption by officials. The level
of implementation of these laws, however, varies considerably.
Inconsistent or ineffective implementation of penalties for
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corruption was reported in seven countries. Further discussion
on corruption trends in Caribbean countries is provided here.

Details of the overview comments for Caribbean countries in
the 2021 country reports are provided below.

Antigua and Barbuda

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, but full implementation of the law was hindered
during the pandemic. Media reported several allegations of
corruption against officials during the year. Media and
private citizens reported government corruption was widespread
and endorsed at the highest levels of government.”

Bahamas

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and the government generally implemented the law
effectively. There was limited enforcement of conflicts of
interest related to government contracts. There were reports
of government corruption during the year where officials
sometimes engaged in cronyism and accepted small-scale “bribes
of convenience” with impunity.”

Barbados

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and the government generally implemented the law
effectively. In October the government passed the Prevention
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of Corruption Act, which provides for the prevention,
investigation, and prosecution of acts of corruption, and
applies to persons in both the public and private sectors.
There were no reports of government corruption during the
year.”

Belize

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, but the government did not implement the law
effectively, and officials often engaged in corrupt practices
with impunity. There were numerous reports of government
corruption during the year.”
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“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption; however,
the government did not implement the law effectively. There
were numerous reports of government corruption, supported by a
poorly regulated and opaque banking sector. The government was
highly sensitive to corruption allegations and often conducted
anticorruption crackdowns.”

Dominica

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, but the government implemented the law
inconsistently. According to civil society representatives and
members of the political opposition, officials sometimes
engaged in corrupt practices.”
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Dominican Republic

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and in a change from previous years noted by
independent observers, the government generally implemented
the law effectively. The attorney general investigated
allegedly corrupt officials.

NGO representatives said the greatest hindrance to effective
investigations was traditionally a lack of political will to
prosecute individuals accused of corruption, particularly well
connected individuals or high-level politicians. Under
President Abinader, however, the attorney general pursued a
number of cases against public officials, including high-level
politicians and their families, mostly from the previous
administration but also including members of the current
administration. Nonetheless, government corruption remained a
serious problem.”

Grenada

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and the government generally implemented the law
effectively. There were isolated allegations by the political
opposition and some members of media regarding government
corruption during the year, but none proved credible.”

Guyana

“The law provides for criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and the government generally implemented the law
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effectively. There were 1isolated reports of government
corruption during the year, and administration officials
investigated these reports. There remained a widespread public
perception of corruption involving officials at all levels and
all branches of government, including the police and
judiciary.”

Haiti

“The law criminalizes a wide variety of acts of corruption by
officials, including illicit enrichment, bribery,
embezzlement, illegal procurement, insider trading, influence
peddling, and nepotism. There were numerous reports of
government corruption, and a perception of impunity for
abusers. The judicial branch investigated several cases of
corruption during the year, but there were no prosecutions.
The constitution mandates the Senate (vice the judicial
system) prosecute high-level officials and members of
parliament accused of corruption, but the body had never done
so. The government’s previous anticorruption strategy expired
in 2019, and as of October there was no formal anticorruption
strategy.”

Jamaica

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, but the government generally did not implement the
law effectively. There were numerous reports of government
corruption during the year, and corruption was a significant
problem of public concern. Media and civil society
organizations criticized the government for being slow and at
times reluctant to prosecute corruption cases.”
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Saint Kitts and Nevis

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and the government generally implemented the law
effectively. Media and private citizens reported government
corruption was occasionally a problem.”

Saint Lucila

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and the government generally implemented these
laws, but not always effectively. There were isolated reports
of government corruption during the year.”

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, but the government did not always implement the law
effectively.”

Suriname

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and the government implemented the law effectively
at times. The 2017 Anti-Corruption Law, which was unanimously
approved by the National Assembly, had not been implemented as
of October, but authorities stated they were able to prosecute
cases of corruption based on existing law.
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Corruption cases reported to the Attorney General’s Office
were 1investigated. There were numerous accusations from
political opponents, civil society, and media that officials
engaged in corrupt practices.”

Trinidad and Tobago

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, but the government did not enforce the law
effectively, and officials sometimes engaged 1in corrupt
practices with impunity. There were credible reports of police
and government corruption during the year.”

Conclusion

The laws in Caribbean countries generally provide relatively
robust criminal penalties for corruption by officials.

The above-mentioned country reports, however, reveal there are
currently significant variations in Caribbean government
efforts to implement legislation covering criminal penalties
for corruption.

Corruption in the Pacific (a
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Introduction

The United States State Department’s_Country Reports on Human
Rights Practices (“country reports”) strive to provide a
factual and objective record on the status of human rights
worldwide. The 2021 country reports were published on 12 April
2022. These are available for fifteen Pacific countries.

Section 4 of the country reports provides an assessment of
“Corruption and Lack of Transparency in Government” which
addresses the extent to which a country’s law provides
criminal penalties for corruption by officials and the level
of implementation of these laws.

Transparency International in their 2021 Corruption
Perceptions Index (CPI) report did not include these Pacific
countries:

= Kiribati
= Marshall Islands
= Micronesia
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= Nauru
= Palau
= Samoa
= Tonga
= Tuvalu

The country reports therefore provide some guidance on
corruption in the Pacific countries not included 1in
Transparency International’s 2021 Corruption Perceptions Index
(CPI) report

Details of the overview comments for Pacific countries in the
2021 country reports are provided below.

Australia

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and the government generally implemented these laws
effectively. There were isolated reports of government
corruption during the year.”

Fiji

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, but the government did not implement the law
effectively. There were numerous reports of government
corruption.”

Kiribati
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“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, but the government did not implement the law
effectively. There were no reports of government corruption
during the year. Officials sometimes engaged in corrupt
practices with impunity.”

Marshall Islands

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and although the government generally implemented
the law effectively, officials sometimes engaged in corrupt
practices with impunity. Freedom House reported that
corruption was a chronic problem, particularly in foreign aid
allocation, government procurement, and transfers, and that
high-ranking public officials were rarely prosecuted for
corruption.”

Micronesia

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and the government generally implemented the law
effectively, but some officials reportedly engaged in corrupt
practices with impunity. There were numerous anecdotal reports
of corruption.”

Nauru

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and the government generally implemented the law
effectively. There were no reports of government corruption.”
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New Zealand

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and the government generally implemented the law
effectively. The Serious Fraud Office and police investigate
corruption. Allegations of corruption can be reported
anonymously, and the law protects employees who make a report
relating to their employers. Agencies such as the Office of
the Controller and Auditor General, and the Office of the
Ombudsman independently report on and investigate state-sector
activities, acting as watchdogs for public-sector corruption.
Only parliament can remove individuals, who are known as
officers of parliament, from these positions. Several
investigations into alleged irregularities within national and
local politics were underway.”

Palau

“Government corruption was a problem, and the government took
some steps to address it. The law provides criminal penalties
for corruption of and by officials. The Office of the Special
Prosecutor, an independent entity, is authorized to prosecute
all acts of corruption in the government. There were isolated
reports of government corruption during the year.”

Papua New Guinea

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials; however, the government did not always implement
the law effectively, and officials often engaged in corrupt
practices with impunity. International civil society and human
rights groups termed corruption “widespread” and “pervasive.”
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There were numerous reports of government corruption during
the year. Corruption was so serious a problem in part due to
weak public institutions and governance, lack of transparency,
politicization of the bureaucracy, and the social pressure of
traditional clan obligations. Corruption and conflicts of
interest were of particular concern in extractive industries,
particularly the 1logging sector, and 1in government
procurement.”

Samoa

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and the government generally implemented the law
effectively. The maximum penalty for corruption is 14 years’
imprisonment. There were 1isolated reports of government
corruption during the year, mostly involving candidates for
parliament offering bribes in exchange for votes. Officials
infrequently engaged in corrupt practices with impunity. The
law provides for an ombudsman to investigate complaints
against government agencies, officials, or employees,
including allegations of corruption. The ombudsman may require
the government to provide information relating to a complaint.
The Attorney General’'s 0Office prosecutes criminal corruption
cases on behalf of the Public Service Commission. The
Ombudsman’s Office and the commission operated effectively.
The Ombudsman’s Office included academics and other members of
civil society among the members of its commissions of
inquiry.”

Solomon Islands

“While the law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, the government implemented the law inconsistently,
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and officials sometimes engaged in corrupt practices with
impunity. There were reports of government corruption during
the year.”

Timor-Leste

“The penal code provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials. The government faced many problems in implementing
the law, and the perception that officials frequently engaged
in corrupt practices with impunity was widespread. The
anticorruption commission (CAC) 1is charged with 1leading
national anticorruption activities and has the authority to
refer cases for prosecution; however, the CAC and the
Prosecutor’s Office did not routinely cooperate with each
other on investigations. Although the CAC is independent, the
government controls 1its budget, making it vulnerable to
political pressure. Institutions with the power and the
competence to address corruption avoided investigations of
politicians, government members, and leaders and veterans of
the country’s independence struggle. The government undertook
surprise inspections of government-run programs and increased
pressure to implement asset-management and transparency
systems.”

Tonga

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and the government generally implemented the law
effectively. There were reports of government corruption
during the year.”

Tuvalu
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“The law provides criminal penalties for some forms of
corruption by officials such as theft, and the government
generally implemented the law effectively. There were no
reports of government corruption during the year.”

Vanuatu

“The law provides criminal penalties for corruption by
officials, and the government made some efforts to implement
the law. Officials sometimes engaged in corrupt practices with
impunity, and there were reports of government corruption.

The O0ffice of the Ombudsman and the Auditor General’'s Office
are key government agencies responsible for combating
government corruption.”

Conclusion

The laws in most Pacific countries provide relatively robust
criminal penalties for corruption by officials.

The above-mentioned country reports, however, reveal there are
currently significant variations in Pacific government efforts
to implement legislation covering criminal penalties for
corruption.
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Corruption in Mauritania 1in
2021
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Corruption was a serious problem in public administration in
Mauritania during 2021 and the government rarely held
officials accountable or prosecuted them for abuses according
to the_US State Department’s 2021 report on human rights
practices in Mauritania, published on 12 April 2022.

The US State Department notes there were reports government
officials used their power to obtain personal favours, such as
unauthorized exemption from taxes, special grants of land, and
preferential treatment during bidding on government projects.
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Corruption was most pervasive in government procurement but
was also common in the distribution of official documents,
fishing and mining licenses, land distribution, as well as in
bank loans and tax payments.



